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beyond what I intended — Be pleased to communicate this Letter to my 
worthy Friend your good Uncle S. Clement to whom I would gladly 
write, but cannot, & I hope he will excuse it. 

Thou art sensible how this is designed & I hope will be accepted 
accordingly. 

I am with sincere Respect 

thy Assured Friend 

James Logan. 



Minute on the Death of Henry Charles Lea. 

The Council have beard with deep regret of the death yesterday of 
their former associate, Heniy Ch«rles Lea. Born in Philadelphia Hep- 
tember 19, 1825, the son of Isaac Lea, himself an eminent man of 
letters and a naturalist, Mr. Lea devoted a large part of his life to his- 
torical study and research, acquiring an interniitional reputation through 
his published books, and winning honorary degrees from many institu- 
tions of learning. Though his work did not lie within the domain of 
American history, he took a very generous interest in this Society. He 
became a member of it February 22, 1869, and in 1892 was elected a 
Vice-President. This office he held until 1906 when, declining a re- 
election, he was chosen an Honorary Vice-President. The Council 
keenly feel his loss. 



JBooh moticee. 

SOHWENKFELDEK. HyMNOLOGY AND THE SOURCES OF THE FiRST 
SCHWENKFELDEE HyMN-BOOK PRINTED IN AMERICA. By Allen 

Anders Seipt, A.M., Ph.D. Philadelphia, 1909. 8vo, pp. 112. 
Illustrated. 

The field of Schwenkfelderhymnology, especially American, has been 
allowed to remain unworked, until Dr. Seipt, in his work under notice, 
gives us the knowledge of the activity of this sect, which covers u period 
of three hundred years. A valuable descriptive bibliographical list in- 
cludes only collections of hymns in manuscript ami printed, the authors 
or compilers in every instance being a Schweiikfelder. The first hymn- 
book printed in America, Neu-cingerichtetes Gesangbuch, came from 
the press of Christopher Saur, of Germantown, in 1762, and singularly 
enough the compilation was confined to four families, Casper Weiss and 
his son Rev. George Weiss, the fiist minister in America; Rev. Baltha- 
ser Hoffmann and his son. Rev. Christopher Hoffmann ; Hans Christoph 
Huebuer; and the Rev. Christopher tfchultz — with the exception of 
Casper Weiss all emigrants to America. Chapters are devoted to the 
Schwenkfelder hymn-wrilers of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
hymns used by the Schvvenkfelders before 1762, Casper Weiss, the orig- 
inator of the Schwenkfelder hymn-book, George Weiss, Balthaser Hoff- 
mann, Christopher Hoffmann, Hans Christoph Huebner, and Christo- 
pher Schultz and the primed hymn-book of 1762. The compilation of 
the work exhiliits most creditable industry; it is ample, able, and com- 
prehensive, and a welcome contribution to the history of the followers 
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of Caspar Schwenkfeld who came to Pennsylvania. The illustrations in- 
cludf reproductions of the title-pages of manuscript compilations which 
served as sources for the first hymn-book of the sect printed in America. 

Les Etats-Unis et le Droit pes Gens. By Ernest Nys. Brussels 
and Paris, 1 909. 

The distinguished Belgian jurist, Ernest Nys, the author of this work, 
a justice of the Court of Appeal of Brussels and a Belgian member of 
The Hague International Court, has devoted more than thirty years to 
the study of the Law of Nations. His numerous contributions to that 
science have won for him an international reputation. Thus the uni- 
versities of Edinburgh and Glasgow have conferred upon him the degree 
of Doctor of Laws {honoris causa), and the Belgian Eoyal Academy 
crowned one of his works with the prize Emil de Laveleye. 

In the present book, he shows in a lucid and clear style the important 
influence exercised by the United States upon the growth and develop- 
ment of the Law of Nations. Thus he points out how this country from 
the beginning of the Revolutionary War has at all times strongly pressed 
for humane measures mitigating the severity of war ; as, for example, the 
"Instructions," prepared in 1763 by Francis Lieber, the notable eflbrts 
of the American delegations at both the First and Second Hague Peace 
Conferences toward the same humane end, and the Naval War Code pre- 
pared by Captain C. H. Stockton in 1900. Mr. Justice Nys has lead 
much, and his statements and conclusions are based upon a wealth of 
authorities. Of especial interest to Philadelphians is his reference to the 
American Philosophical Society and its early connection with the Law of 
Nations. It is much to be hoped that the learned author of this treatise 
will pursue the subject further. 

Keadings in Ameeican Government and Politics. By Charles A. 
Beard, Ph.D. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1909. 8vo, 
pp. 624. Price, $1.90 net. 

While this collection of illustrative material is drawn from a large 
variety of sources. Prof Beard hiis chosen wherever possible from the 
writings of men who have had a practical experience in the conduct of 
government. He has also sought to illustrate the larger and more per- 
manent features of our political system, rather than to furnish a handy 
guide to law and practice. To facilitate the work of the student and 
teacher, each extract has been made clear, compact, and self-explana- 
tory. The side-notes are intended, |)rimarily, to help the teacher in con- 
ducting class discussions. Under Part I, "Historical Foundati(ms," 
the subjects treated are, Colonial Origin of American Instituticms ; Inde- 
pendence, Union and Self-government; the Establishment of the Federal 
Constitution; the Development of the Federal and State Constitutions; the 
Evolution of Political Issues; the Development of Party Machinery. 
Under Part II, "The Federal Government," there are chapters on the 
General Principles of the Federal System of Government; the Nomina- 
tion and Electi(m of the President; the Powers of the President; the 
National Adtninistration ; the Congress, Powers of Congress, and Con- 
gress at work ; the Federal Judiciary ; Foreign Affairs ; National Defense; 
Taxation and Finance ; Regulation of Commerce ; Nati(mal Rresources ; 
Government of Territories : and under Part III, "State Government," 
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the Constitutional Basis, Popular Control in State Government ; the 
State Executive ; Legislature ; the Judicial System ; Organization of 
Municipal Government ; Municipal Functions; Local Government ; 
Politics and Government ; Taxation and Finance, and Social and 
Economic Legislation. The book is impartial and accurate, and con- 
tains a wealth of information and historical record. 

The Roman Assemblies from their Origin to the End of the 
Republic. By George Willis Botsford. The Macmillan Company, 
New YorJj, 1909. 8vo, pp. 521. Price, 14.00 net. 

Professor Botsford' s volume ofiers in monographic form a detailed 
treatment of the Roman Assemblies from their origin to the end of the 
Republic. Some of the material in it may be found in earlier works, but 
recent progress in the field, involving a reaction against certain theories 
of Niebhur and Mommsen affecting the comitia, justifies a systematic 
presentation of existing knowledge of the subject. This task has re- 
quired years of exhaustive work; all available sources have been utilized. 
The reader is requested not to reject an interpretation because it seems 
new, but to examine carefully the grounds on which it is given. In 
general the aim has been to follow a conservative historical method as 
opposed to the radical juristic, to build up generalizations on facts rather 
than to estimate sources by the criterion of a preconceived theory. 
The primary object of the volume, however, is not to defend a point 
of view, but to serve as a book of study and reference for those who 
are interested in the history, law, and constitution of ancient Rome, and 
in comparative institutional research. The work is accompanied by a 
classified bibliography and abundant foot-note references, and an excel- 
lent index gives access to the student to every item of information 
contained in this scholarly historical study. 

A Synopsis of the Records of the State Society of the Cincin- 
nati OF Pennsylvania. Including a List of its Original 
Members and their Successors Brought Down to July 4, 
1909. Published by order of the Society. Philadelphia, 1909. 
Folio, pp. 144. Illustrated. 

The design of the Committee of this valuable work has been to present 
in a concise form the material connected with the beginning and growth 
of the Society, selected from their archives. Their treatment has been 
historical throughout and contains a wealth of information. Facsimiles 
of the autographs of the original members accompany the printed list. 
The illustrations reach a high standard of pictorial merit. 

Outlines of General History. By V. A. Renouf, B.A. Edited by 
William Starr Myers, Ph.D., 1909. 8vo, pp. 501, with Maps and 
Illustrations. The Macmillan Co., New York. Price, $1.30 net. 

The second edition of Prof. Renouf's "Outlines of General History 
has been revised and edited by Prof Starr of Princeton. As a compact 
repository of history, the book is adapted to the use of students, and the 
general reader who desires to acquire information will find it to fill every 
requirement. At the end of each chapter references for additional 
reading have been prepared. The work is liberally illustrated with 
maps and engravings, and the type is large and clear. 
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History of the City of New York in the Seventeenth 
Century. By Mrs. Schuyler Van Rensselaer. The Macmillan 
Co., New York, 1909. Vol. I, xxviii + 533, Vol. II, xii + 640. 
Illustrated. Price, $5.00 net. 

This work deals with the early history of the city which has become 
the metropolis of this country. The first volume covers the period of 
Dutch dominion — from Hudson's discovery and Governor Minuit's 
administration to the fall of New Netherlands in 1664; the second vol- 
ume is devoted to the epoch under the Stuarts, to the death of Governor 
Leister in 1691. A great deal of interesting history is related, but to 
attempt the enumeration of even a small part would be as difficult as 
to make a comprehensive choice, and keep within the limits of bur 
notice. The materials upon which the work is constructed are generally 
sound, but some misconceptions occur. The sources of New Netherland 
history offer peculiar difficulties, but the untiring industry of the author, 
the able manner in which she has digested the voluminous materials 
gathered over a wide field, and marshalled the facts in logical and 
chronological sequence, evince a familiarity with the sources. The notes 
following each chapter give the chief documentary sources of information 
for the period it covers, and a critical and exhaustive bibliography is a 
valuable aid to the reader. The style of writing is smooth and agreeable. 
We understand that a continuation of the history is in preparation. 

Genealogy op the Descendants of Thomas French who came 
TO America from Nether Heyfoed, Northamptonshire, 
England, and Settled in Berlinton (Burlington) in the 
Province and Country of West New Jersey, of which he 
WAS one of the Original Proprietors, together with 
William Penn, Edward Byllynge, Thomas Ollive Gauen 
Laurie, and Others By Howard Barclay French. Philadel- 
phia, 1909. Vol. I. 4to, pp. 501. Privately printed. 

We have received the first volume of this sumptuous genealogical 
work. The compiler having such an object in view and that tireless 
spirit of labor which enabled him to make almost endless researches, 
the result could not be other than what it is. In addition to the family 
records, it contains " some account of Colonial manners and doings; 
getting up of Friends' meetings; copies of old minutes; and other par- 
ticular writings of public interest; curious and rare papers in facsimile, 
and noteworthy happenings." The text is attractively illustrated, and 
the exhaustive index will be helpful to all readers. When the second 
volume of the work is published a general review will be given. 

A Genealogy of the Duke-Shepherd-Van Metre Family from 
Civil, Military, Church and Family Records and Docu- 
ments. By Samuel Gordon Smyth. Lancaster, 1909. 8vo, pp. 445. 
Illustrated. 

This work is both a genealogy and a history of the related families of 
John Van Metre, of Holland ancestry, first settled in New York, and 
Thomas Shepherd and John Duke, whose forebears came from Dunshire, 
England — settlers between 1730 and 1750 of the Northern Neck in the 
Valley of Virginia, conspicuous figures in the development of Frederick 
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and Berkeley counties. It is the fruit of years of patient investigation 
and study, with a determination to preserve in some tangible form the 
results attained. Mr. Smyth has made extensive and painstaking re- 
searches in state and county records, military rosters, church registers 
and private papers, nor has he neglected to consult and collate all rep- 
utable authorities, and it is readily observable with what thoroughness 
he has compiled his family history. The illustrations, which comprise 
facsimilies of records, illumi ated coats of arms, and portraits, are nu- 
merous, and in typography and binding the book is attractive. 

Abraham Lincoln. An American Migration. Family, Eng- 
• LiSH NOT German. By Marion Dexter Learned. Philadelphia, 
W. J. Campbell, 1909. 8vo, pp. xii+149. Illustrated. 

A book with this title has recently appeared, written to show, what 
has never been seriously questioned, that the family of Abraham Lincoln 
was of English and not of German origin, a thesis consequently very 
easy to maintain, and which we should not notice, but for a statement 
made by the author on page 8. He quotes from Charles Henry Hart's 
biographical study of Lincoln, which was the introduction to his Biblio- 
graphia Lincolniana, published two score years ago: "Where the Lin- 
coliis of Berks county [Pa.] came from, no record has as yet divulged, 
but they are believed to have been Quakers and to have escaped from 
the intolerance of Massaehvisetts to the friendly soil of Pennsylvania." 
This statement by Hart, Profr. Learned proceeds to designate a "con- 
fession of ignorance on the part of the biographer." Apparently for- 
getful of what he has written, he says on page 9: "It cannot be reason- 
ably questioned that Mordecai Lincoln and Abraham, his brother, of 
Monmouth county. New Jersey, were the two sons of whom Mordecai 
Lincoln, of Hull, Massachusetts, mentioned in his will, in 1727," and 
on page 21: " Both Mordecai Lincoln and his brother Abraham Lincoln, 
migrated from New Jersey to Pennsylvania." In view of these state- 
ments of Prof. Learned, on pages 9 and 21, that the Lincolns of 
Pennsylvania came from Massachusetts, even though by way of New 
Jersey, in what does Hart show his ignorance in saying the very same 
thing forty years earlier. Hart was not compiling acontribution to 
genealogy as Prof. Learned was, and Hart did not say that the 
Lincolns of Massachusetts got into Pennsylvania by sea without 
touching the sacred soil of New Jersey and other intervening states, 
by whatever route they came. Their itinerary was not necessary 
for Hart's purpose, and if it were it doubtless was no more accessible 
to Hart forty years ago than it has been to Prof. Learned to-day, 
who says on page 9: "It cannot be reasonably questioned" that the 
Lincolns of New Jersey came from Massachusetts, so that what Hart 
wrote "no record has divulged" stjinds true to-day. It seems to us 
therefore that instead of Hart showing "ignorance," Prof. Learned 
proves that Hart's deductions remain absolutely correct forty years after 
they were made, and are the keynote to what Prof. Learned's book is 
published to prove. 



